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Abstract 
The objective of this study has been to estimate the up-stream indirect flow expressed as the raw material equivalent (RME) of the exported and imported products for Chile by using an input-output methodology. Given the data availability, it has been restricted for the following years: 1977, 1986 and 1996. Subsequently, these results were compared with those coming from MFA, specifically direct material exports and imports. The findings indicate that if we assess the imports and exports from approaches, RME and direct flows, the empirical results change considerably. The Physical trade balance of direct material flows for Chile was more or less balanced in physical terms in the recent years. However from RME is characterized by persistent and secular unequal exchanges for the three years, which had suffered from constant deterioration. Therefore, we would like to highlight the relevance of considering the empirical evidence coming from the different approaches in order to obtain a better comprehension of the Chilean (un)sustainability.      
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